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I have been asked many questions since the special session of the General Conference of The 
United Methodist Church. But the question I am asked the most is where do we go from 
here? 
As a three time delegate to General Conference meeting, I have learned that it takes time to 
unpack from a General Conference and this special session is no exception.  This one may 
take even longer.  What we know for sure is that the traditional plan petitions that passed 
are under review by the judicial council (akin to the supreme court of Methodism).  The 
Judicial Council will meet at the end of April and they will review whether or not the 
petitions are in line with the United Methodist Constitution. We need that information 
before we can find a way forward.
 
The truth is that 2/3 of the US delegates to the General Conference did not vote for the 
traditional plan and will find it difficult if not impossible to live under the plans rules and 
added restrictions.  The other thing I have been seeing, hearing and participating in since 
returning home from St. Louis is a kind of revival of the local church.  Clergy, including your 
clergy and laity here and from across Michigan have made strong statements for full 
inclusion regardless of what the General Conference has decided. This Sunday, March 17th, 
there will be full page ads in newspapers across Michigan, with a love letter to LGBTQIA+ 
persons, their families and allies letting everyone know that there are many people in 
Michigan who do not agree with the General Conference decision. To read about the ads go 
to www.michiganstatement.org
 
Nardin Park Church is alive and well and we will continue to be the people we have been.  
Our VCI initiatives will continue as planned.  And we will continue to be very clear about 
who we are and the fact that we believe that there is a place for everyone at God’s table.  We 
will also continue to be very clear that we welcome and fully support members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community who are our neighbors, friends, family members and church 
members. 
It is an honor to serve as your lead pastor.

Where Do We Go From Here?
Written By: Pastor Melanie 

Like us on Facebook!

http://www.michiganstatement.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NPUMC/


Upcoming 

Sunday

Services

Join us as we explore What’s in a name? 
 The I am sayings of Jesus during our Lenten Journey.

 
Sunday March 17th

I am the light of the world.  Pastor Melanie, Preaching, Chancel choir singing, Nardin Park Ringers
 

Sunday March 24th
I am the true vine.  Pastor Lynn preaching, Chancel Choir and Gracers Ignite Youth choir singing

 
Sunday March 31st

I am the good Shepherd.  Pastor Beth preaching, Chancel Choir singing
 

Holy Week and Easter Services:
April 14th—Palm Sunday worship at 10 a.m.

Maundy Thursday service at 7 p.m. at Farmington First with Pastor Melanie preaching and our chancel 
choir singing

 
Good Friday Service at 7 p.m. at Nardin Park

 
Easter Sunday, April 21st

2 Services
7:30 a.m. Sunrise service in the chapel

10:00 a.m. service in the sanctuary with Pastor Melanie preaching I am the resurrection and the life.  
Brass �uintet, chancel choir and Nardin Park ringers
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Extra
!

Extra
!

Would you like to read scripture and lead liturgy during worship?
A lay liturgist training will be held on 2 Sundays: April 7th & April 14th, after service,  

for anyone interested!
Email Bea Algahli (Ministerial Intern) to sign up!

sierraintl25@gmail.com

Lay Liturgist Training
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Each Sunday

Church & Society is 

collecting personal hygiene 

items to be distributed to 

those in need.



The
Kids Corner
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 Motown Mission 2019
All youth (and parents are also welcome on this trip) are invited to join us 
for the Motown Mission Trip, June 16th -20th.  Motown Mission is an urban 
work mission in Detroit for people interested in economic disaster recovery 

work.
 

We will be staying in the historical Metropolitan United Methodist Church 
on Woodward in Detroit.  They turn classrooms into dorms for the 

summer.  We will be working alongside other agencies in Detroit to serve 
and show love to those in need.  It might include making lunches, working 
on homes, and community gardening, along with other possibilities.  Work 
days are 9-4 and evening activities are planned at the church.  One night 

will include a night out in Detroit.  We will be home on Thursday night.
 

Deposit of $50/person is due by Sunday March 30th.

Youth Connections
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Events

Everyone is welcome! Bring your friends!
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Events

Last year we raised over 
$4,000 with your donations!
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Fellowship

 Groups

8



Around 
Town
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Night @ The Park

March 19

March 26

April 9

Salad
Broccoli Cheese Soup
Tomato Bisque Soup

Grilled Cheese
Dessert

Salad
Tandoori Chicken

Basmati Rice
Veggies
Dessert

Salad
Ham

Scalloped Potatoes
Green Beans

Dessert



The Fine Print

 

Nardin Park welcome 2 new part time staff members:
 
Elizabeth (Liz) King has joined our program and administrative staff as 
our new part time communications specialist. She is helping improve 
our communications and connections with our community. She works 
20 hours a week (Tuesdays, Wed and Thursdays)  Her email is 
Eking@nardinpark.org 
 
Rev. Lynn Hasley has joined our program staff as our new Pastor of 
Discipleship Pathways. She is helping current and new members get 
connected to a pathway for discipleship. She works 15 hours a week.      
(Sundays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays)  Her email is 
Lhasley@nardinpark.org

VCI News:  
Check out the church website (nardinpark.org) for information that was 

shared during our February 10th town hall meeting. 
Next town hall meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 23rd at 7 p.m.
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http://www.nardinpark.org/vci-task-force-meeting-minutes/

